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Learning Experience Design

Instructional Techniques 
Principles

Unique Challenges and Considerations 
Abstract 
Nature

 Principles are often abstract and theoretical in nature, describing 
fundamental truths or generalizations that govern specific 
phenomena or domains. 

 Unlike facts, which are concrete and observable, principles may 
require learners to grasp underlying patterns, relationships, or 
causal mechanisms.

Conceptual 
Understanding

 Learning principles requires a focus on developing conceptual 
understanding rather than simple memorization. 

 Learners need to comprehend the underlying concepts, theories, or 
principles and understand how they relate to various phenomena or 
contexts. 

 This emphasis on understanding requires instructional strategies 
that promote critical thinking, analysis, and synthesis of information.

Application 
Orientation

 Principles are typically applied across diverse contexts and 
scenarios. 

 Therefore, teaching principles often involves emphasizing the 
application-oriented aspect of learning, where learners are 
encouraged to apply the principles to solve problems, make 
decisions, or analyze situations in authentic contexts.

 This requires instructional designs that provide opportunities for 
active engagement, problem-solving, and real-world application.

Designing learning solutions for principles presents some unique challenges 
and considerations compared to addressing other types of content, including…

Principles are fundamental truths or laws that explain 
phenomena or guide behavior. They represent generalizations 
or rules derived from observations or theoretical frameworks. 

See additional challenges… 1 of 2
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Principles are fundamental truths or laws that explain 
phenomena or guide behavior. They represent generalizations 
or rules derived from observations or theoretical frameworks. 

As designers of learning solutions for principles, we must employ strategies that promote 
conceptual understanding, application-oriented learning, integration with other content 
types, and transferability of knowledge.

2 of 2

Unique Challenges and Considerations 
Integration 
with Other 
Content Types

 Principles often serve as the foundation for comprehending other 
types of content, such as facts, concepts, procedures, and 
processes. 

 Effective instructional design should facilitate the integration of 
principles with other types of content to promote a holistic 
understanding of the subject matter. 

 This can involve scaffolding learning experiences that sequentially 
build upon each other, starting with basic facts and concepts before 
progressing to more complex principles and their applications.

Transferability  Developing principles aims to develop learners' ability to transfer 
their understanding and application of principles to new situations or 
domains.

 Instructional designs should facilitate transfer by providing 
opportunities for learners to apply principles in varied contexts, 
analyze different scenarios, and make connections across 
disciplines or domains.

 This requires designing learning experiences that emphasize the 
generalizability and transferability of principles rather than focusing 
solely on context-specific knowledge.

Designing learning solutions for principles presents some unique challenges 
and considerations compared to addressing other types of content, including…
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